
Subject: Review of Sites of Biological 
Importance (SBIs) - Brownhouse Wham and 
Hamer Pastures Reservoirs

Status:  Publication

Report to: Rochdale Township Committee

Cabinet Member: Cabinet Member for Corporate 
Services and Regulation

Date: Wednesday, 11 January 2017
 

Report of: Director of Economy

Author Email:    andrew.eadie@rochdale.gov.uk

Author: Andrew Eadie

Tel: Tel: 01706 924371

1 Purpose of Report

1.1 The purpose of this report is to inform Committee of a proposed change to the 
Brownhouse Wham and Hamer pastures reservoirs Site of Biological Importance 
(SBI). Members are asked to approve the change and the consequent update of 
the local SBI register for planning purposes.

2 Recommendations

2.1 It is recommended that Township Committee approves the change to the SBI and 
the SBI register as detailed in this report, for planning purposes. This is because the 
proposed change will increase the area of important local habitat to be protected for 
the benefit of biodiversity and the quality of the local environment, for planning and 
potential funding purposes.

3 Background

3.1Sites of Biological Importance (SBIs) are areas of nature conservation importance 
defined on a Greater Manchester wide basis, which contain valuable habitats, 
animal and plant communities and also locally rare habitat types. They are 
classified under three grades: grade ‘A’, which are sites of county and regional 
importance, grade ‘B’, which are of district importance, and grade ‘C’, which are of 
more than local importance. New sites are added and existing sites monitored and 
reviewed by the Greater Manchester Ecology Unit (GMEU).

3.2 SBIs do not have statutory protection (i.e. landowners do not have to protect the 
biodiversity on the site by law), however they can be taken into consideration when 
assessing planning proposals which may affect them, and GMEU liaise with 
landowners to try and ensure that land is managed in a way which does not harm 
the biodiversity. Proposed new sites, re-grades and boundary changes are reported 
to the relevant Township Committee in order that they may be adopted locally for 
planning purposes i.e. to support the assessment and determination of 
development proposals seeking planning permission which may affect an SBI.

3.3 We have recently received the results of the Review which GMEU carried out in 
2015. They have recommended the following change to an SBI in Rochdale 



Township:

 Increase the size of Brownhouse Wham and Hamer Pastures Reservoirs SBI 
by 1.4 hectares (see map attached). This site, which is grade B, is just north of 
Syke and consists of two disused catchment reservoirs and surrounding area 
that have developed significant ecological interest; it supports open water, 
neutral grassland, acid grassland, bog and mire. The extension would 
incorporate additional bankside vegetation which is mainly grasslands: species 
include crested dogs-tail, matt grass, sweet vernal grass, tormentil, sheep’s 
sorrel, common sorrel, bluebell, plantain, bilberry and field woodrush.

Alternatives considered

3.4 To inform the Greater Manchester Ecology Unit that the Council does not wish to 
approve the change detailed in the report for planning purposes. This would mean 
that the SBI would not carry as much weight in planning decisions that may affect 
it and other decisions which may affect it, such as applications for funding.

4 Financial Implications

4.1 There are no financial implications relating to this report.

5  Legal Implications

5.1 A Site of Biological Importance (SBI) is a non-statutory site of importance for 
nature conservation. However, under Section 40 of the Natural Environment and 
Rural Communities Act 2006, the Council, as a public authority, in exercising its 
functions, must have regard, so far as is consistent with the proper exercise of 
those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity. Conserving biodiversity 
includes taking steps to restore or enhance the status of a habitat and to update 
the local SBI register as appropriate. 

5.2 Consequently, the Council in its capacity as Planning Authority is required when 
assessing planning proposals which may affect an SBI to consider the effect of 
that development and to have regard to the conservation of biological diversity.

5.3 The Council should also have due deference and regard to any associated 
guidance issued by the Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs 
(DEFRA).

6 Personnel Implications

6.1 There are no personnel implications relating to this report.

7 Corporate Priorities

7.1 The Council’s Green Infrastructure Plans support biodiversity sites and networks, 
and the Rochdale Borough Sustainable Community Strategy includes 
indicators/measures for increasing the borough’s biodiversity and delivering the 
Rochdale Biodiversity Action Plan.

8. Risk Assessment Implications 

8.1 There are no specific risk issues for Members to consider arising from this report.

9. Equalities Impacts



9.1 Workforce Equality Impacts Assessment

There are no workforce equality issues arising from this report.

9.2 Equality/Community Impact Assessments

There are no equality/community issues arising from this report.
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